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Front Cover Photo: Tech.
Sgt. Mark, 917th Security
Forces Squadron, takes
time out to ride a camel
while recently deployed to
Ahmed Al Jaber Air Base,
Kuwait. (Courtesy photo)
Read more on page 3.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Tech. Sgt. Mark, 917th Security Forces Squadron, helps
lower the flag located in front of the headquarters
building in Ahmed Al Jaber Air Base, Kuwait.

 SFS continued on page 8

COURTESY PHOTO

Tech. Sgt. Walter, 917 SFS, poses in front of
a hummer while deployed to Ahmed Al Jaber
Air Base, Kuwait from February to May.

	��� �! �	�"##�	$�%�	�&��'�	"(")�
�')$�*+!,'-��##"'�.
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PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN SUSAN THOMAS, 917TH WING PLANS

Craig Martin, Life Share donor technician, adjusts the needle in the arm
of Tech. Sgt. David Owens, 917th Logistics Support Squadron training
assistant, during his blood donation to the Life Share Blood Center Wing
Blood Drive held in June.
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PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SHERRI SAVANT

Staff Sgt. Phil Finigan, 917 LSS maintenance analyst, chooses
which flavor of Gatorade to purchase at the Case Lot Sale
held in the Wing headquarters parking lot in June.
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GATOR  GAZETTE�

Lt. Col. Mike, 93rd Bomb Squadron B-52  aircrew member, and Master
leaks while deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
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Left: Master Sgt. Tony, 93 BS electrical environmental
specialist, removes an engine generator from a B-52.
Right: Majs. Paul "Charcoal" and Eric "Jackal", 93 BS
B-52 crew members, fold a flag they plan to fly over
Afghanistan during a combat mission for a VFW Post.

Maj. Rob, a 93 BS B-52 crew member, counts
pins he pulled from bombs loaded on a B-52
loader for a combat mission over Afghanistan.
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er Sgt. Roland, 93 BS Life Support technician, test an oxygen mask for

Senior Airman Lynette, 93 BS  guidance and control
jouneyman, inspects an RPM guage before installing it on a B-
52 deployed to a forward operating area. Bottom: Maj. John,
93 BS electronic warfare officer, assists in loading equipment
on a B-52 before a combat mission over Afghanistan.



GATOR  GAZETTE�
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SFS continued from page 3

PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. TERRELL EIKNER

Tech. Sgt. Bob, 93 BS aircraft pneudralic systems mechanic,
inspects the number two stability augmentation system reservoir
for servicability.
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PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SHERRI SAVANT

Master Sgt. Rex Gillham, 917th
Maintenance Squadron electronic
warfare systems technician, paints the
“hard-to-reach places” during this
year’s Paint Your Heart Out in June.
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ROYAL AIR FORCE COURTESY PHOTO

Staff Sgt. Joshua Wendt, 917 MXS aerospace ground equipment
mechanic, chips a ball out of a bunker during the Challenge
Cup Match, a yearly competition between Air Combat Command
and the Royal Air Force held at Langley Air Force Base, Va.
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J.G. “Griff” Hamilton

��������
�����
���
������
�� �����������
��������	�
���'
���	��
��+4���
��,�
��
>����=����3���+�1�5
��'
�������������
2!������	����������
�
�����
+���������
�����
������	�������������������������
�������!����������+�
������������	
���
���
������
����>�
		���*�������
���
���
��

�������������
���
�����
��

������
���(
���4

7��
�
���
�����(
(�������
���
	�+
>����+������
��+�;
��+����+�=����=��+�
��
�
�
��������	�����������
������



GATOR  GAZETTE	

Voices:  Do you think the base requirements for operating a
motorcycle  are too stringent?

Airman Amber Leone
917th Logistics Support
Squadron
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Capt. Malcolm Pipes
917th Logistics Support
Squadron
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Maj. Steve Powell
917th Mission Support
Squadron
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Airman Joe Gix, Jr.
917th Mission Support
Squadron
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GATOR  GAZETTE	�

917th Wing
1000 Davis Ave. East
Barksdale AFB, LA  71110-2287

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300
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PERMIT NO. 2250

Main
July 13-14
Aug. 3-4
Sept. 7-8
Oct. 5-6
Nov. 2-3
Dec. 7-8
Jan. 4-5, 2003
Feb. 1-2
March 1-2
April 5-6
May 3-4

UTA Schedule

Alternate
July 20-21
Aug. 17-18
Sept. 21-22
Oct. 19-20
Nov. 16-17
No alternate
Jan. 11-12, 2003
Feb. 8-9
March 15-16
April 12-13
May 17-18
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Top: Lt. Col. Edmund Walker,
47th Fighter Squadron
commander, and Chris
Kinsey, local businessman
and big game hunter, pose
with the “hawg” donated by
Kinsey.  Kinsey acquired the
warthog while on safari in
Botswana, Africa in 1987.
Right: Brig. Gen. Jack Ihle,
917th Wing commander,
briefs Col. John Odom,
military assistant to the judge
advocate, Headquarters,  Air
Combat Command, Langley,
Va., and Kinsey about the B-
52’s capabilities. (Photos by
Staff Sgt. Sherri Savant)
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